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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1950. 

About  the  half-century  it  is  usual  to  review  the 
events  of  the  previous  fifty  years  to  find  out  what 
problems  faced  one’s  predecessors  and  how  they  were 
tackled. 

During  this  year  this  area  was  again  short  of  water; 
the  shortage  was  most  acutely  felt  at  Staithes. 
Pumping  chlorinated  stream  water  had  to  be  resorted 
to  for  the  second  year  in  succession.  Although  the 
chlorination  made  the  water  safe,  the  inhabitants  of 
Staithes  found  it  most  unpalatable  and  complained 
bitterly. 

In  October  the  results  of  boring  for  minerals  in 
Whitby  Rural  District  were  announced  by  Dr. 
Alexander  Fleck,  of  the  Imperial  Chemical  Industries 
Limited.  He  estimated  that  there  were  over  two 
hundred  million  tons  of  potash  underlying  this  corner 
of  Yorkshire.  As  the  iron  mines  formerly  operated  in 
the  district  have  now  closed,  this  fresh  discovery  of 
valuable  minerals  is  very  welcome. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial 
Cream)  Act,  1950,  will  be  welcomed  by  most  Medical 
Officers  of  Health.  This  District  is  not  so  well  placed 
as  some  other  districts  for  becoming  a  specified  area. 
The  quantity  of  designated  milk  produced  is  increasing, 
but  there  are  villages  for  which  no  supply  of  bottled 
milk,  graded  or  ungraded,  is  available;  the  largest  of 
these  is  Robin  Hood’s  Bay.  The  supply  of  raw  milk 
from  “  flying  herds  ”  seems  to  be  a  particularly 
dangerous  practice,  and  one  often  wonders  who  has 
consumed  the  milk  from  cows  found  to  be  tuberculous 
at  the  slaughter-house. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

B.  SCHROEDER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

District  Health  Office, 

Grape  Lane, 

Whitby. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

Population — Registrar-General’s  Estimate, 

mid-1950  .  12,020 

Rateable  Value  .  £55,622 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate — £223. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  . 

.  77 

81 

158 

Illegitimate 

.  8 

8 

16 

Totals  . 

.  85 

89 

174 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  .  14.5 
Corrected  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population  .  17.4 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population, 

England  and  Wales  .  15.8 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Still  Births — Legitimate  .  1  2  3 

Illegitimate  .  0  0  0 


Totals  .  12  3 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  0.25 

Still  Birth  Rate*  per  1,000  estimated  population, 

England  and  Wales  .  0.37 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

Legitimate  .  4  15 

Illegitimate  .  10  1 


Totals  . .  5  16 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live 

births  .  34.0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live 

births,  England  and  Wales .  30.0 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  old — 

Legitimate  .  3  0  3 

Illegitimate  .  0  0  0 


0  ’ 


Totals 
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Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  . '. .  99  83  182 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  15.1 
Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population  .  11.5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population, 

England  and  Wales  .  11.6 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1950.  . 

According  to  the  Registrar-General’s  Classification: — 


Male. 

Female. 

T’tl. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

0 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  . 

4 

2 

6 

„  ,,  lung,  bronchus  . 

2 

0 

2 

,,  ,,  breast  . 

0 

3 

3 

,,  ,,  uterus  . 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms  . 

11 

5 

16 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

1 

0 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

15 

19 

34 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

19 

7 

26 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

2 

1 

3 

Other  heart  disease  . 

19 

21 

40 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

4 

6 

10 

Influenza  . 

2 

3 

5 

Pneumonia  . . 

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis  . 

3 

1 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

0 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  .... 

0 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

0 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

1 

0 

1 

Congenital  malformations  . 

2 

0 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease  . 

5 

7 

12 

Motor  vehicle  accidents'  . 

2 

0 

2 

All  other  accidents  . 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide  .  10  1 


99  83 


182 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 

Infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows: — 


Scarlet  Fever  .  5 

Measles  .  25 

Pneumonia  .  5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 1 

Whooping  Cough  .  14 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1950 

During  the  year  2  males  and  3  females  were 
notified  as  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  2 
males  and  1  female  as  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

One  death,  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  a  female, 
was  reported  during  the  year. 


HOSPITALS. 

The  hospitals  in  Whitby  are  administered  by  the 
Scarborough,  Bridlington,  Malton  and  Whitby  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee: — 

(1)  WAR  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  an  Outpatient  Depart¬ 
ment. 

(2)  ST.  HILDA’S  HOSPITAL. 

Specially  equipped  for  the  care  of  the  aged  sick. 

(3)  ESKDALE  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  a  Maternity  Ward. 
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HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

When  cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  notified,  arrangements  are  made  by  tele¬ 
phone  with  either  Scarborough  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  or  Guisborough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
If  accommodation  is  not  available  at  either  of  these, 
we  try  West  Lane  Isolation  Hospital,  Middlesbrough. 

Special  arrangements  are  made  for  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  which  are  usually  admitted  to  Yearsley 
Bridge  Hospital  York. 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE 
AREA  BY  THE  NORTH  RIDING  COUNTY 

COUNCIL. 

(a)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  held  as  follows: — 


Grape  Lane, 

Whitby  .  Each  Tuesday,  2.0 — 4.0  p.m. 

Women’s  Institute, 

Hinderwell  .  Alternate  Thursdays,  2.0 — 4.0  p.m. 

Downe  Arms,  Third  Wednesday  each  month, 

Castleton  .  2.15  —  4.15  p.m. 

Nelson  Memorial  Second  Friday  each  month,  2.0 — 
Hall,  Lealholm  4.0  p.m. 


The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby,  is 
held  each  Wednesday,  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

When  required,  patients  attending  Centres  and 
Clinics  may  be  referred  to  the  following  special  clinics 
also  held  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby: — 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic  Dental  Clinic 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  Speech  Therapy 

Clinic. 

(b)  Midwifery.  (c)  Health  Visiting. 

(d)  Home  Nursing. 

For  the  purposes  of  these  services,  Whitby  Rural 
District  is  divided  into  seven  nursing  areas,  as  follows: 
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Area. 

Nurse’s  Name  and 
Address. 

Tel.  No. 

Danby  and 
Castleton 

Nurse  M.  PHILLIPS, 

“  Greenhills,”  Castleton 

Castleton  352 

Sleights,  Aislaby 
and  Sneaton 

Nurse  W.  BRETHERICK 
10b,  Well  Close  Square, 
Whitby. 

Whitby  963. 

Glaisdale 

Nurse  M.  JAGGAR, 

“  Honey  Bee  Nest.” 
Glaisdale. 

Glaisdale  57. 

Goathland,  Egtcn 
and  Grosmont 

Nurse 

C.  A.  P.  SUTCLIFFE, 
Eskdale  House, 
Grosmont. 

Grosmont  65. 

Hinderwell  and 
Staithes 

Nurse  E.  LONGSTER, 
42,  Seaton  Crescent, 
Staithes. 

Hinderwell  246.  j 

Lythe 

Nurse  E.  LAURIE, 

Ivy  House,  Lythe. 

Sandsend  37. 

Robin  Hood’s  Bay, 
Fylingdales  and 
Hawsker 

Nurse  L.  SANDERS, 
Middlewood  Close, 
Thorpe. 

Robin  Hood’s 

Bay  367. 

The  duties  of  Health  Visitors  now  include  the 
visiting  of  homes  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to 
the  care  of  young  children,  persons  suffering  from 
illness,  and  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  as  to 
the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
infection. 

Home  Nurses  attend  persons  in  their  own  homes 
when  their  services  are  called  for  by  the  family  doctoi 


(e)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  undertaken  by 
the  family  doctors.  During  the  year  under  review  the 
numbers  dealt  with  in  the  combined  area,  Whitby 
Rural  and  Urban  Districts,  were  as  follows: — 


Immunisa¬ 

tions. 

Primary 

Vaccina¬ 

tions. 

Re- 

Vaccina- 

tions. 

Under  5  years  ... 

.  135 

123 

0 

5 — 14  years  . 

6 

5 

12 

Over  15  years  ... 

0 

11 

43 

9 


The  total  numbers  of  children  immunised  at  any 
time  up  to  the  31st  December,  1950,  were  as  follows: — 


Under  5  years  .  803 

5 — 14  years  .  2,558 


Sixty-four  per  cent,  of  the  child  population  has 
been  immunised. 

(f)  Ambulance  Services. 

By  arrangement  with  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade,  two  ambulances  are  stationed  at  Whitby. 

Additional  cover  is  available  from  the  N.R.C.C. 
Ambulance  Stations  at  Scarborough  and  Redcar. 

Sitting  cases  are  conveyed  by  the  Hospital  Car 
Service,  a  voluntary  service  which  is  most  efficiently 
managed  locally  by  Miss  E.  F.  Bruce.  Requests  for 
cars  are  accepted  from  doctors  and  hospitals  when 
there  is  a  medical  need  for  a  patient  to  be  conveyed  by 
car. 

(g)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

An  active  Voluntary  Care  Committee  serves  the 
needs  of  the  area,  its  chief  functions  being  to  provide 
extra  nourishment,  clothing,  bedding,  medical  com¬ 
forts,  nursing  equipment,  etc.  and  to  do  everything 
possible  for  the  welfare  of  persons  suffering  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  other  illnesses. 

Enquiries  and  requests  for  assistance  may  be  made 
to  the  Hon  Secretary,  Whitby  and  District  Voluntary 
Care  Committee,  Mr.  K.  Birdsall,  District  Health  Office, 
Grape  Lane,  Whitby.  Tel.  No.  Whitby  520. 

\ 

(h)  Domestic  Help  Service. 

Helps  are  provided  when  necessary,  and  11  cases 
in  the  Rural  District  received  assistance  during  1950. 

Payment  for  the  service  of  a  domestic  help  depends 
on  income,  and  necessary  expenses,  and  varies  from  a 
possible  full  rate  of  2/3  an  hour  to  a  free  service. 

(i)  Mental  Health  Services. 

The  Mental  Health  Services  are  administered  by 
the  County  Council.  The  Duly  Authorised  Officer  for 
the  area  is  Mr.  T.  R.  Groves,  District  Welfare  Office, 
Grape  Lane,  Whitby.  Tel.  No.  Whitby  235. 
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APPENDIX. 

REVIEW  OF  THE  LAST  FIFTY  YEARS. 
Population. 

The  start  of  the  century  found  the  Whitby  Rural 
District  with  a  reduction  in  population  to  8,051  at  the 
1901  census,  having  declined  from  9,306  at  the  census 
of  1891. 

The  area  was  76,717  acres,  and  the  rateable  value 
£63,991. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  abandonment  of  the  iron  stone  mines,  alum 
works  and  quarries,  together  with  the  decline  of  agri¬ 
culture,  was  believed  to  have  contributed  to  this 
diminished  population. 

Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage. 

Complaints  were  received  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  that  the  Rural  District  Council  had  failed 
to  deal  adequately  with  problems  of  sanitary  adminis¬ 
tration,  and  Ugthorpe  seems  to  have  been  particularly 
badly  off — a  group  of  seven  houses  got  their  water  from 
a  shallow  well  exposed  to  contamination  from  the 
manure  of  an  undrained  fold-yard;  other  houses  in  this 
village  had  to  carry  their  water  for  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile. 

Dr.  Farrar,  in  his  report  dated  1908,  describes  the 
method  of  sewering  of  Sleights,  Robin  Hood’s  Bay, 
Goathland,  Grosmont  and  East  Row — “  None  of  which 
had  anything  that  can  be  regarded  as  a  proper 
sewerage  scheme.”  In  part  of  Sleights  the  sewers  con¬ 
sisted  of  open  jointed  rubble  culverts  and  the  flags 
covering  them  formed  a  footpath.  The  sewage  could 
be  both  seen  and  smelt  through  the  open  joints  of  the 
pavements.  Other  houses  drained  to  cesspools  and  many 
houses  drained  direct  to  the  Esk  or  the  Iburndale  Beck. 
A  scheme  was  prepared  for  sewering  the  village  in  1904, 
but  was  opposed  by  the  Parish  Council  of  Eskdaleside- 
cum-Ugglebarnby;  a  large  number  of  the  ratepayers  in 
the  Parish  repudiated  the  idea  of  any  scheme  being 
necessary.  The  scheme  was,  therefore,  abandoned  until, 
as  a  result  of  pressure,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  pre¬ 
pared  a  scheme  which  was  carried  out  at  a  cost  of  £84. 
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“  A  scheme  whicn  could  only  be  regarded  as  thoroughly 
unsatisfactory.” 

Thorpe  Village  was  sewered  to  a  beck,  which  except 
for  the  sewage,  was  dry  in  summer,  and  the  sewage 
from  Robin  Hood’s  Bay  was  discharged  without  treat¬ 
ment  on  the  shore  above  low  water  mark,  close  to  the 
spot  where  the  village  street  debouched  on  to  the  sands. 

Dwellings. 

The  District  Council  had  no  proper  code  of  building 
byelaws,  “  Not  only  is  the  house  drainage  disposed  of 
at  the  will  of  the  owner,  often  into  the  nearest  water 
course  or  in  cesspools  the  emptying  of  which  gives  rise 
to  grave  nuisance,  but  numerous  defects  of  construction 
occur.” 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

“  The  condition  of  farmsteads  in  this  district  is,  in 
general,  very  bad:  fold-yards  are  ill-drained,  cowsheds 
are  dark,  dirty  and  ill-ventilated,  and  generally  of 
insufficient  capacity  for  the  number  of  cows  they  con¬ 
tained.”  “  Milking  is  carried  out  under  uncleanly 
conditions.” 


By  1927  the  population  had  increased  to  9,933  : 
there  were  118  births  and  101  deaths. 

Three  midwives  were  situated  in  the  area,  prac¬ 
tising  at  Glaisdale,  Robin  Hood’s  Bay  and  Lythe. 

Only  one  water  analysis  was  carried  out  during 
the  year.  At  this  time  water  analysis  seems  only  to 
have  been  carried  out  when  there  was  reason  to 
suppose  that  a  supply  should  be  closed,  and  in  this  case, 
when  the  result  of  >  this  analysis  was  received,  a  well 
was  closed  and  sealed  up. 

There  were  806  water  closets  and  1,851  privies.  The 
generally  low  standard  of  sanitation  in  the  area  is  illus¬ 
trated  by  the  comment  on  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
the  schools,  which  is  described  as  satisfactory — “  There 
is  a  water  supply  to  each  school,  in  some  cases  laid  on 
to  the  school  and  in  others  adjacent  to  the  school.” 

1929  was  a  dry  year  and  very  great  care  had  to  be 
exercised  with  water. 
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In  April,  1932,  the  area  of  the  district  was  enlarged 
by  the  inclusion  of  Hinderwell  and  part  of  the  Guis- 
borough  Rural  District  comprising  Danby,  Castleton, 
Commondale  and  Westerdale,  so  that  by  the  end  of  1932 
the  population  was  11,910. 

The  inclusion  of  the  people  of  Staithes  and  Runswick 
Bay  added  to  the  sea-faring  and  fishing  industries,  and 
at  Commondale  there  was  a  thriving  manufactory  of 
sanitary  ware. 

There  was  unemployment  at  Port  Mulgrave, 
Hinderwell  and  Staithes  among  the  ironstone  miners. 

In  1933  there  were  two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  in 
the  village  of  Egton,  and  the  water  from  the  Estate  was 
found  to  be  unsafe  for  use.  It  seems  a  pity  that  the 
safety  of  the  supply  was  not  determined  before  the 
occurrence  of  serious  illness. 

In  1934  a  new  reservoir  of  100,000  gallons  capacity 
was  constructed  at  Port  Mulgrave  for  the  supply  of 
Staithes,  and  three  additional  sources  of  water  were 
tapped  at  Keld  Hill,  Newton  Mulgrave  Moor  and  High 
Dales. 

The  sewage  disposal  arrangements  for  every 
village  were  still  considered  unsatisfactory. 

Boring  for  mineral  oil  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Aislaby  started  in  1936. 

In  spite  of  the  new  arrangements,  trouble  was 
experienced  with  the  new  water  supply  at  Hinderwell. 

a  It  is  a  positive  disgrace  that  places  the  size  of 
Robin  Hood’s  Bay  and  Sleights  should  be  without  a 
proper  scavenging  system,  as  well  as  many  of  the 
smaller  villages.  When  any  site  is  suggested  as  a  suit¬ 
able  site  for  tipping  refuse  by  the  Council,  a  very  strong 
local  opposition  at  once  “  gives  tongue,”  and  in  almost 
every  village  there  is  at  present  an  unsightly  dump  of 
old  tins  and  rubbish.” 

“  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Council  has  so  far 
provided  no  new  houses  at  all  (this  being  the  fifth  year 
of  slum  clearance).” 

By  1938  many  of  the  iron  stone  workers  had  been 
unemployed  for  as  long  as  six  years,  when  some  of  them 
found  work  at  Skinningrove. 
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There  was  some  dissatisfaction  with  the  Hinder- 
well  sewerage  system,  although,  “  when  the  old  sewer 
discharged  direct  into  the  harbour,  children  paddled  in 
it  and  the  fishery  authorities  took  no  notice  of  it.” 

In  the  summer  of  1943  water  was  pumped  by  the 
National  Fire  Service  from  other  sources  to  augment 
the  supply  to  Sandsend,  Hinderwell,  Newholm  and 
Hawsker.  Water  was  taken  also  by  a  tank  wagon  from 
Whitby  to  Aislaby. 

1946  brought  the  early  preparations  of  the  Regional 
Water  Scheme. 

Sixty-four  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis 
during  the  year  1948,  a  sign  that  the  policy  of  waiting 
for  illness  before  determining  the  safety  of  a  piped 
water  supply  had  been  abandoned. 

Public  Conveniences  were  provided  by  the  Council 
at  Hinderwell,  Staithes,  Runswick  Bay,  Robin  Hood’s 
Bay,  Danby  and  Castleton. 

During  1949  and  1950  the  principal  problem  of  the 
Council  was  again  shortage  of  water. 

A  start  had  been  made  on  the  Regional  Water 
Scheme  by  the  end  of  1950.  This  will  eventually  pro¬ 
vide  piped  water  throughout  the  District. 

As  pointed  out  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  twelve  villages  are  properly  sewered  and 
thirty-eight  villages  and  hamlets  urgently  require 
sewering. 

There  is  an  efficient  refuse  collection  system,  and 
only  six  small  villages  have  no  collection  at  present. 

The  total  number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Council 
up  to  the  end  of  1950  was  235. 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  completed  during 
1949,  and  out  of  2,956  houses  surveyed,  the  inspectors 
considered  that  406  were  not  capable  of  being  rendered 
fit  at  a  reasonable  expense. 

The  main  industry  is  agriculture,  with  hill  farming 
on  the  moors;  milk  is  produced  on  a  large  scale.  The 
fishing  industry  is  carried  out  at  Staithes,  Runswick 
Bay,  Sandsend  and  Robin  Hood’s  Bay,  and  visitors  are 
catered  for  all  over  the  district.  A  number  of 
inhabitants  are  employed  out  of  the  district  on  con¬ 
structional  work. 
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1950. 

GRAPH  SHOWING  WEEKLY  TOTALS  OF  NEW 
CLAIMS  TO  SICKNESS  BENEFIT. 

The  figures  used  relate  to  the  combined  area  of 
Whitby  Urban  District  and  Whitby  Rural  District, 
excluding  the  parishes  of  Commondale,  Danby,  Wester- 
dale,  Scaling  Borrowby,  Ellerby,  Hinderwell,  Newton 
Mulgrave  and  Roxby. 


26.12 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  District  and  on  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  for  the  year  1950. 

Serious  water  shortages  again  occurred  during  the 
summer  months,  particularly  in  the  Staithes  and 
Hinderwell  areas,  and  severe  restrictions,  coupled  with 
emergency  pumping  of  chlorinated  beck  water,  had  to 
be  resorted  to. 

Work  commenced  on  the  Regional  Water  Scheme 
during  the  year,  and  the  Ugglebarnby,  Sneaton, 
Stainsacre,  Hawsker  and  Raw  Water  Scheme,  which 
will  eventually  form  part  of  the  Regional  Scheme,  was 
completed,  thus  affording  a  much-needed  supply  to 
these  districts. 

As  these  piped  water  supplies  become  available 
there  is  a  natural  desire  on  the  part  of  the  consumers 
to  have  modern  sanitation  in  the  form  of  sinks,  wash 
basins,  baths  and  water  closets.  Unfortunately,  of 
approximately  50  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  area  only 
12  are  properly  sewered,  and  many  of  the  villages  to 
be  supplied  by  the  Regional  Water  Scheme  are  without 
proper  drainage.  Until  these  villages  are  sewered  the 
residents  will  be  unable  to  derive  the  full  benefits  of  a 
piped  water  supply.  No  major  sewerage  schemes  have 
been  carried  out  since  before  1939,  and  it  is  essential 
that  an  early  start  should  be  made  on  these  arrears. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Gill,  General  Assistant  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  obtained  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Examination  Joint  Board  during  the  year  and  was 
appointed  by  the  Council  to  fill  the  vacant  position  of 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  as  from  1st  May,  1950. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  J.  THOMPSON, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Existing  Supplies. 

Serious  shortages  continue  to  occur  in  several  parts 
of  the  district,  particularly  during  the  summer  months, 
when  the  influx  of  holiday-makers  coincided  with  a 
reduced  yield  from  the  springs  supplying  these  areas. 

The  most  serious  shortages  occurred  at  Staithes, 
Hinderwell,  Runswick  Bay,  Ellerby,  Ugthorpe,  Aislaby, 
Goathland,  Hawsker  and  Stainsacre,  and  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor’s  Department  had  to  resort  to  emergency 
measures  to  maintain  the  supplies. 

The  supply  to  Staithes,  Hinderwell  and  Runswick 
Bay  was  augmented  by  emergency  pumping  to  the  Port 
Mulgrave  Reservoir  from  a  dam  formed  at  the  junction 
of  the  Borrowby  and  Newton  Becks.  A  pumping  main, 
consisting  of  1,550  yards  of  3in.  diameter  pipes,  was  laid 
between  these  two  points,  and  the  water  was 
chlorinated  as  it  passed  through  the  pumping  main. 

At  Ellerby,  Ugthorpe  and  Aislaby  the  existing 
supplies  were  augmented  by  the  Council’s  water  tender 
which  delivered  water  to  the  reservoirs. 

The  Ugthorpe  supply  was  improved  by  the 
installation  of  a  second  ram  below  the  existing  ram. 
The  work  was  completed  in  October  and  the  supply 
was  so  improved  that  augmentation  by  water  tender 
became  unnecessary. 

The  Goathland  supply  had  to  be  assisted  by  emer¬ 
gency  pumping  from  the  Mallyan  spring. 

The  Sandsend  supply  was  improved  by  the  laying 
of  1,500  yards  of  3in.  diameter  water  main  from  Dunsley 
to  Ravenhill  Reservoir  in  place  of  the  existing  2-inch 
main,  which  had  become  furred  up. 

Water  Tender. 

The  Council’s  water  tender  carried  a  total  of  510,000 
gallons  of  water  to  maintain  supplies  at  Ellerby, 
Ugthorpe,  Aislaby,  Hawsker  and  Stainsacre. 

New  Supplies. 

The  Ugglebarnby,  Sneaton,  Stainsacre,  Hawsker 
and  Raw  Water  Scheme  was  completed  by  mid-year, 
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and,  as  a  result,  it  was  no  longer  necessary  for  the  water 
tender  to  deliver  from  door  to  door  in  Hawsker  and 
Stainsacre.  This  scheme  will  eventually  form  part  of 
the  Regional  Water  Scheme  but,  for  the  time  being,  it 
is  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Whitby 
Waterworks  Co.  at  Sleights. 

Regional  Water  Scheme. 

A  start  was  made  on  this  scheme  during  the  year, 
and  mains  were  laid  from  Egton  to  Aislaby,  Aislaby  to 
Newholm,  and  Aislaby  to  Sleights. 

Water  Samples. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-four  water  samples  were  taken 
as  follows,  two  for  chemical  analysis  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  for  bacteriological  examination. 

No.  of  Samples. 
Satis-  Unsatis¬ 
factory.  factory 


Puplic  piped  supplies  owned  by  the 

Council  .  34  57 

Public  piped  supplies  owned  by 

Estates  and  Private  Companies  ...  4  12 

Supplies  to  individual  houses  and 

farms  .  5  23 

Proposed  supplies  .  6  13 


49  105 


Where  polluted  supplies  were  discovered  the 
necessary  steps  were  taken  to  make  them  safe  or  to  pro¬ 
vide  alternative  supplies. 

Piped  Supplies. 

2,284  houses  have  a  piped  water  supply  from  the 
Council’s  mains  and  a  further  495  houses  are  supplied 
by  the  Whitby  Waterworks  Co. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

No  major  schemes  of  sewerage  or  sewage  disposal 
were  carried  out  during  the  year,  but  several  schemes 
are  being  prepared  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s 
Department. 
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At  Staithes,  the  existing  sewers  were  extended  to 
the  Council’s  housing  site,  involving  the  laying  of  500 
yards  of  6in.  diameter  piping. 

At  Goathland,  the  existing  sewer  in  Darnholme 
Road  was  extended  for  a  distance  of  375  yards  in  6in. 
diameter  piping.  As  a  result  it  was  possible  to  connect 
the  Whitfield  House  Hotel  and  Friars  House  Farm  to 
the  sewerage  system. 

Twelve  villages  are  properly  sewered,  being  served 
by  nine  sewerage  systems,  four  of  which  have  sea 
outfalls.  The  remaining  five  have  sewage  treatment 
works.  38  villages  and  hamlets  urgently  require 
sewering. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  sewerage  schemes  it  is 
impossible  to  convert  the  majority  of  the  existing  dry 
closets  to  water  closets.  Where  a  piped  water  supply 
and  sewer  are  available,  owners  are  requested  to  effect 
conversions.  The  Council  makes  a  grant  of  £5  in 
respect  of  each  conversion. 

The  following  improvements  were  carried  out 


during  the  year :  — 

No.  of  privy  closets  converted  to  W.C.’s  1 

No.  of  privy  closets  converted  to  pail 

closets  .  2 

No.  of  pail  closets  converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  32 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  in 

existing  houses,  etc .  36 

No.  of  W.C.’s  provided  in  new  houses  ...  94 

The  following  table  gives  the  estimated  number 
of  the  various  types  of  closet  at  the  end  of  the  year :  — 

Estimated  number  of  houses  with  water 

closets  .  2,370 

Estimated  number  of  houses  with  dry 

closets  .  1,798 

Estimated  number  of  water  closets  .  3,163 

Estimated  number  of  pail  closets  .  1,770 

Estimated  number  of  privy  closets  .  18 

Estimated  number  of  privy-ashpits  .  10 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  36 
villages  have  a  weekly  collection,  four  a  fortnightly 
collection,  and  four  a  monthly  collection.  Six  small 
villages  have  no  collection  at  present,  i.e.,  Littlebeck, 
East  Barnby,  West  Barnby,  Roxby,  Scaling  and 
Dunsley,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  possible  to  include  them 
within  the  collection  service  in  the  near  future. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

This  is  mainly  by  tipping,  a  small  proportion  being 
disposed  of  at  the  refuse  disposal  works  of  the  Whitby 
Urban  District  Council.  In  April,  1950,  a  new  tip  was 
started  in  a  disused  whinstone  quarry  at  Sil  Howe,  near 
Goathland,  taking  the  place  of  the  Eskdaleside  tip,  the 
tenancy  of  which  terminated  in  May,  1949. 

The  proportion  of  refuse  disposed  of  at  each  place 


is  stated  below:  — 

Mickleby  Tip  .  815  loads 

Goathland  Tip  .  176  loads 

Whitby  U.D.C.’s  Refuse  Disposal 

Works  .  178  loads 


Total .  1,169  loads 


Salvage. 

Salvage  work  is  undertaken  in  conjunction  with 
the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse.  The  demand 
from  the  paper  mills  for  waste  paper  increased  during 
the  year  and  better  prices  were  offered,  but  owing  to 
lack  of  storage  facilities  the  Council  decided  not  to 
resume  the  salvaging  of  this  material.  The 
construction  of  a  new  Council  Depot  at  Sleights  was 
started  and  when  these  premises  are  completed  it  will 
be  possible  to  again  salvage  waste  paper. 

The  following  table  shows  the  weight  and  value 
of  the  various  items  of  salvage  sold  during  the  year:  — 


Material.  Weight.  Value. 

T.  c.  q.  £  s.  d. 

Textiles  .  .  —  13  1  12  3  5 

Bones  .  2  13  3  19  10  7 

Scrap  Metals  .  5  —  —  24  15  4 


Totals  ......  8  7  —  £56  9  4 
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Street  Sweeping. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  workmen  at 
Staithes,  Hinderwell,  Runswick  Bay  and  Robin  Hood’s 
Bay. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  Council  has  provided  and  maintains  Public 
Conveniences  at  Staithes  (2),  Hinderwell,  Runswick 
Bay,  Robin  Hood’s  Bay,  Danby  and  Castleton.  During 
the  year  additional  conveniences  were  erected  at  Robin 
Hood’s  Bay  (Bank  Top),  Thorpe  and  Sleights.  There 
are  also  Public  Conveniences  at  East  Row  and 
Sandsend,  which  are  provided  and  maintained  by  the 
Mulgrave  Estate. 


HOUSING. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 

The  Survey  was  completed  during  1949,  a  full 
report  being  given  in  the  Annual  Report  for  that  year. 
A  summary  showing  the  position  at  the  end  of  1950  is 
given  below:  — 

CLASSIFICATION. 

No.  of  houses 

Surveyed.  Classification.  Overcrowded 

1  2  3  4  5 

2,956  621  533  1,396  196  406  57 

NOTES : 

Class  1. — Houses  fit  in  all  respects. 

Class  2. — Houses  requiring  minor  repairs. 

Class  3. — Houses  where  structural  repairs  or  alterations  are 
required. 

Class  4. — Houses  suitable  for  re-conditioning  under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers’)  Act. 

Class  5. — Houses  not  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a  reasonable 
expense. 

DETAILS  OF  SANITATION. 

No.  without 

No.  of  Internal  %.  without  No.  with  No. 

Houses  Water  Sculler j  No.  with  Earth  without 

Surveyed.  Supply.  Sinks.  W.C.’s.  Closets.  Baths. 

2,956  625  568  1,829  1,127  1,673 

Owing  to  the  housing  shortage,  lack  of  water  and 
sewerage  schemes,  and  restrictions  on  building  work 
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generally,  it  is  impossible  at  present  to  deal  on  any 
appreciable  scale  with  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
revealed  by  the  Survey,  but  the  number  of  houses 
without  a  piped  water  supply  is  rapidly  being  reduced 
as  water  schemes  are  completed. 

Repairs  and  Improvements. 

Four  Class  5  houses  were  reconditioned  by  the 
owners  and  upgraded  to  Classes  1  and  2. 

27  houses  were  repaired  and  improved  as  a  result 
of  informal  action,  and  a  further  2  houses  were 
repaired  by  the  owners  following  formal  action  under 
Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Improvement  Grants. 

Three  applications  were  received  for  grants  under 
Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  but  only  one  was 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Demolitions. 

One  house  (Wardle  Cottage,  Egton),  the  subject  of 
a  Demolition  Order  made  on  9th  August,  1935,  was 
demolished  during  the  year. 

Overcrowding. 

One  overcrowded  family  was  re-housed  by  the 
Council  during  the  year,  leaving  57  overcrowded 
families  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  are  six  licensed  camping  sites  within  the 
district,  accommodating  a  maximum  of  160  moveable 
dwellings.  In  addition,  licences  were  issued  to  station 
18  individual  dwellings  on  various  sites.  The  dwellings 
are  mostly  trailer  caravans  and  tents  used  for  holiday 
purposes,  and  only  four  are  used  on  a  semi-permanent 
basis.  Two  of  the  tenants  of  the  latter  are  building 
permanent  houses  and  when  these  are  completed  the 
caravans  will  no  longer  be  necessary. 

Licences  for  camping  sites  and  individual  dwellings 
are  usually  issued  for  the  holiday  months  only,  i.e., 
April  to  October  inclusive,  and  have  to  be  renewed 
each  year.  In  the  case  of  those  dwellings  used  on  a 
semi-permanent  basis,  licences  are  issued  for  six  or 
twelve  months  at  a  time,  according  to  circumstances. 
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Camping  holidays  are  on  the  increase  and  because 
of  this,  together  with  the  shortage  of  permanent  houses, 
which  tends  to  force  people  into  temporary  dwellings, 
stricter  control  is  necessary.  The  Council,  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Whitby  Urban  District  Council  and 
the  County  Planning  Authority,  compiled  a  set  of 
Camping  Site  Regulations  with  a  view  to  ensuring  that 
camping  sites  are  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition. 
Compliance  with  these  Regulations  is  one  of  the 
conditions  attached  to  licences  for  camping  sites  issued 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

i  t 1  '  r  t  ;  t,  i 

New  Houses. 

51  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  43  by 
the  Council  and  8  by  private  owners.  These  houses 
made  a  welcome  contribution  towards  the  acute 
housing  shortage.  There  are  still  392  applicants  on  the 
waiting  list  for  Council  Houses. 

Factories. 

There  are  33  Factories  on  the  Register.  33 
Inspections  were  made  and  one  defect  was  found, 
which  was  later  remedied.  There  are  no  Outworkers 
in  the  district. 

i,  •  :  * 
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Rodent  Control. 

The  Council  employs  a  full-time  Rodent  Officer. 
All  reports  of  infestations  are  promptly  dealt  with. 
Owing  to  the  agricultural  nature  of  the  district  and  the 
large  number  of  farms  and  poultry  and  pig-keeping 
premises,  the  number  of  potential  infestations  is  very 
high.  All  villages  are  surveyed  in  rotation  and  all 
infestations  attended  to. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  to 
the  Council’s  sewerage  systems  during  the  year,  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture.  Of  the  9  sewerage  systems  2  were  found 
to  be  lightly  infested  with  rats  and  the  remainder  were 
clear.  '  '  * 

The  Council’s  refuse  tip  at  Mickleby  received 
constant  attention  in  order  to  keep  the  rat  population 
to  a  minimum. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk. 

There  are  three  milk  distributors  and  one  dairy  on 
the  Register.  In  addition  there  are  117  producer- 
retailers  of  milk  in  the  area,  but  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949,  do  not  require  them  or  their  premises 
to  be  registered  with  the  Local  Authority. 


Graded  Milk. 

There  are  46  licensed  producers  of  “  Tuberculin 
Tested  ”  Milk  and  3  licensed  producers  of  “  Accredited  ” 
Milk,  an  increase  of  24  over  the  previous  year.  These 
licences  are  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 


Milk  Sampling. 

Six  milk  samples  were  taken  for  keeping  quality, 
two  being  ungraded  milk  and  four  Tuberculin  Tested. 
Four  samples  were  satisfactory  and  two  unsatisfactory, 
both  these  latter  being  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 
Following  a  thorough  investigation  at  the  dairy 
concerned,  resulting  in  an  improvement  of  the  cooling 
and  sterilising  procedure,  further  samples  from  this 
supply  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Two  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  biological 
examination  (tuberculosis),  both  of  which  were 
negative. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Fresh  meat  for  the  Rural  District  is  supplied  from 
the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  at  Egton.  The 
total  number  of  animals  slaughtered,  together  with 
particulars  of  the  carcases  and  parts  condemned,  is 
given  in  the  table  below.  The  slaughterhouse,  in 
addition  to  receiving  its  normal  weekly  allocation  of 
fat  stock  from  the  market,  also  acts  as  a  receiving 
centre  for  casualty  stock  from  a  wide  agricultural 
district. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if 
known)  . 

448 

166 

87 

1596 

402 

Number  Inspected 

•  •  .  • 

448 

166 

87 

1 596 

402 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 
Whole  carcases 
demned  . 

con- 

2 

>8 

9 

3 1 

9 

Carcases  of  which 
part  or  organ 
condemned 

some 

was 

164 

• 

57 

53 

4 

1 18 

35 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

36.7 

14.9 

9.4 

10.9 

Tuberculosis  only : 
Whole  carcases 
demned  . 

con- 

5 

32 

4 

Carcases  of  which 
part  or  organ 
condemned  . 

some 

was 

50 

26 

21 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  .... 

12.2 

84.9 

— 

6.2 

The  quantity  of  unfit  food  of  various  kinds 
condemned  during  the  year  is  given  below.  The  large 
amount  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  is  due  to  the 


high  proportion  of  casualty  animals 

received 

at 

Slaughterhouse :  — 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Lbs. 

Bacon  . 

36 

Fresh  Meat  . 

..  13 

12 

109 

Imported  Meat  . 

1 

91 

Offals  . 

5 

11 

83 

Danish  Butter  . 

1 

— 

Total  .... 

..  19 

7 

95 

Ice  Cream. 

Three  premises  were  registered  for  the 
manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream.  In  two 
instances  the  ice-cream  is  manufactured  under  the 
“  hot-mix  ”  system,  and  the  remaining  case  under  the 
“  cold-mix  ”  system.  In  addition,  twenty-seven  premises 
were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 

Four  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  the 
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Methylene  Blue  Test,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory, 
one  being  Provisional  Grade  1,  and  three  being  Provi¬ 
sional  Grade  2. 

Slaughterhouses. 

The  only  slaughterhouse  in  use  is  the  Ministry  of 
Food  Slaughterhouse  at  Egton.  As  these  premises  were 
considered  by  the  Council  to  be  badly  arranged,  out- 
of-date,  and  too  small  for  the  amount  of  slaughtering 
taking  place,  the  Council  called  a  meeting  of  interested 
parties  to  discuss  the  matter.  As  a  result  of  this 
meeting  a  proposal  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Food  for  the  building  of  a  new  slaughterhouse  on  a 
site  at  Ruswarp  near  the  existing  Cattle  Market  and 
within  the  Rural  District,  the  slaughterhouse  to  be 
sufficiently  large  to  serve  the  areas  of  both  the  Whitby 
Rural  and  Urban  Councils. 

The  proposal  was,  however,  turned  down  by  the 
Ministry  because  the  siting  of  new  slaughterhouses  was 
bound  up  with  the  Government’s  slaughtering  policy, 
which  had  not  been  decided.  The  Ministry  agreed  to 
consider  the  alternative  proposal  put  to  them,  i.e.,  that 
the  existing  Slaughterhouse  should  be  improved',  and 
a  start  was  made  with  these  improvements  towards  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  inherent  defects  of  the  slaughter¬ 
house  will,  however,  still  remain  when  these  works  are 
carried  out,  i.e.,  insufficient  space  in  the  slaughter  hall 
and  in  the  hanging  and  cooling  rooms,  together  with 
the  bad  arrangement  of  the  premises  which  results  in 
the  slaughter  hall  being  at  one  end  of  the  range  of 
buildings  and  the  hanging  and  cooling  rooms  at  the 
other  end,  the  meat  having  to  be  humped  or  barrowed 
from  one  end  to  the  other. 

Slaughtermen's  Licences. 

140  Slaughtermen  were  licensed  under  Section  3  of 
the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  mostly  for  the 
purposes  of  slaughtering  cottagers’  pigs. 


< 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 

Water  Supplies  .  477 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Works .  31 

Drainage  .  314 

Refuse  Collection  .  125 

Refuse  Disposal  .  72 

Salvage  .  74 

Public  Conveniences  .  63 

Housing  Inspections  .  125 

Overcrowding  .  2 

Camping  Sites  .  37 

Council  House  Applications  .  19 

Nuisances  .  143 

Factories  .  33 

Dairies  and  Milk  Sampling  .  15 

Food  Inspection  .  241 

Ice  Cream  Premises  and  Sampling  .  24 

Bakehouses  .  5 

Other  Food  Premises  .  15 

Shellfish  .  1 

Infectious  Diseases  Inquiries  .  5 

Disinfection  .  5 

Disinfestation  .  5 

Pig  Styes  .  2 

Petroleum  Stores  .  10 

Shops  Act  .  6 

Rodent  Control  .  5 

Building  Licences  .  4 

Miscellaneous  .  7 


1,865 


•  ' '  ■  11 

■ 

■  ■  ..  ;  *  .4^  .  •  ' 

# 


.  .  .  .  '  •  •  '  •'■■■  $ 
....  *  ;  . . 

■ 

- 

*  -  I  V 


. 


■ 


' 


